
Build your own hourglass stand 


Before mechanical clocks and digital watches, 
people relied on the hourglass. With this 
project, you can enjoy its timeless elegance. 

Make the top and bottom bases 

1. Start with square or rectangular boards. Use a compass 
to draw SW diameter circles for the Top (1) and Bottom (2). 
Maintaining the compass setting, position the compass 
point at the bottom of the circle on each piece and draw 
an arc through the center. Be sure to orient your boards so 
that the grain of the two pieces will line up (to maintain 
appearance and accommodate wood movement). Fig. 1 

2. Move the compass point to an endpoint of the first arc 
and draw a second arc. Fig. 2 

3. Repeat the process to draw a third arc. Fig. 3 

4. Using a straight-edge, draw lines connecting the 
endpoints as shown below to form an equilateral triangle. 

Fig. 4 

5. Measure in lW from each point of the triangle and 
use a 3/8" bit to drill three 3/8" deep stopped holes for the 
Spindles (3). Fig. 5 



6. Use a 1/2" bit to drill a 3/8" deep stopped hole in the 
center of each piece. Fig. 6 
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FIG. 5 


Stopped center hole 
1/2" x 3/8" deep 



Part 

Description 

Stock # 

Measurements 

Quantity 

i a 2 

Top and bottom wood bases 


3/4" thick x 8V4" diameter circle 

2 

3 I 

n" Oak Crib Spindles (pre-turned) 

34129 

11V4" long (including tenons) 

3 

4 

Brass Box Feet 

71795 

4 per package 

2 packages 

5 

Hourglass with Sand 

34259 

11" high 

1 

6 

Rockier Classic Roman Ogee Router Bit 

91727 

1" D x 1/2" H x 1/2" Shank 

1 

7 

Felt Dots 

26336 

40 per package 

2 


1 




















































7. Drill 1/16" holes through the 
centers of the three holes for the 
Spindles (3). These will locate the 
stopped holes for the Brass Box Feet 
(4) on the outside faces of the Top 
(1) and Bottom (2). Fig. 7 

8. Flip each piece and, using the 
through holes as a guide, drill 5/16" 
x 1/4" deep stopped holes for the 
Brass Box Feet (4). Fig. 8 

9. Cut Top (1) and Bottom (2) to 
circular shape and smooth edges. 

10. Use the Rockier Classic 
Roman Ogee Router Bit (6) to rout 
decorative profile on inside-facing 
edges of Top (1) and Bottom (2). 

11. Sand all surfaces through 220 grit. Finish as 
desired, taking care to keep finish off of surfaces to be 
glued (the Spindle holes and the ends of the Spindles). 

Assemble the pieces 

1. Install the Brass Box Feet (4) in the 5/16" stopped 
holes on the outside of the Top (1) and Bottom (2), 
securing with epoxy and tapping gently with a mallet, 
if necessary. Let the epoxy cure. 

2. Before applying glue to the Spindles (3), dry fit the 
pieces to make sure everything will come together. 
Check the fit of the Hourglass (5); if you can feel it 
shift when you turn the stand upside down, insert a 
self-adhesive Felt Dot (7) into one or both center holes 
to eliminate the play and to cushion the glass. 

3. Apply a small amount of yellow wood glue in the 
Spindle holes of the Bottom (2) and on one end of each 
Spindle (3). 

4. Press each Spindle (3) into a Spindle hole in the 
Bottom (2). Wipe off excess glue. 

5. Carefully position the Hourglass (5) in the center 
hole. 





Spindle holes of the Top (1) and on the other end of 
each Spindle (3). 

7. Align the Top (1) so that the Spindles (3) fit into the 
Spindle holes and the Hourglass (5) fits in the center 
hole. 


6. Apply a small amount of yellow wood glue in the 


2 


8. Carefully press the assembly together. Check 
alignment, wipe away excess glue and allow to dry. 
























































